
We Tell Makers 

 

We Tell prefers to call the many people who worked on the media projects in this exhibition 

makers rather than filmmakers, video artists, or directors.  

 

First, very few of these works were produced by one person, so the auteurist model is 

insufficient.  

 

Second, most of these were produced by collaborative, collective, or cooperative teams where 

members had shifting roles and made different kinds of contributions.  

 

Finally, we offer the proviso that this list is most likely not complete and will evolve as more 

research about each of these films and their participatory production process is uncovered.  We 

provide this list to honor the people who contributed to these works. 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOGRAPHIES OF MAKERS 
 

 

James Blue (1930-1980) was a groundbreaking filmmaker, as well as educator, actor, avid film 

historian, and advocate of nonfiction experimentation and the democratization of media. James 

worked as a maker of the public television series The Invisible City: Houston’s Housing Crisis, 

Part 2: Messages (Southwest Alternative Media Project, 1979). He collaborated with 

nonprofessional actors to produce The Olive Trees of Justice (1962). He created the pretense it 

was about the wine business, when it was an anti-colonialist narrative about liberation struggles. 

Smuggled to France, it won the Critics Prize at Cannes. He later won the first Ford Foundation 

grant awarded to a filmmaker. His other films include The March (1963-64) and A Few Notes on 

Our Food Problem (1968). He worked with anthropologist David MacDougall at Rice 

University and founded the Southwest Alternative Media Project (SWAMP) in Houston. He later 

joined the faculty of the Center for Media Study at SUNY Buffalo. 

 

 


